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cal error of "sugar-coated interest," but they will no doubt meet with a 
warm welcome in view of the tendency in most of our schools to teach Spanish 
with special reference to our relations with Latin America. 

As for the exercises with which the book is so generously supplied, their 
value will depend upon the point of view of the individual teacher. To the 
one who is obliged to teach with inadequate preparation, they will be a real 
help. To the teacher with originality and ideas, they will seem unnecessary 
and useless, for the detailed directions will rarely meet the needs of a particular 
class or correlate with its other work. Many of them might well have been 
included in an introductory remark to teachers on the value of verb synopses, 
dramatization, retelling of stories, etc., thus avoiding the constant repetition 
of stereotyped directions. Many teachers will also object to the abundance 
of notes consisting of mere translation, placed at the foot of each page of 
reading matter. This makes life too easy for the lazy pupil and prevents his 
learning the proper use of a vocabulary. Could not the purpose of collecting 
idioms for drill have been better met by placing a list of them at the end of the 
lesson? As notes of an explanatory character have been avoided by the 
method, so fortunately gaining in favor, of including proper and geographical 
names in the vocabulary, while the grammatical notes are so relatively few 
and so simple as to be scarcely necessary for a class that presumably has done 
and is doing other work in grammar and composition, we should thus have a 
still more attractive page of pure reading matter. 

No one book can hope to satisfy the varying demands of a thousand teachers 
yet this one with its abundance of material, its maps, its proverbs, its well 
chosen short poems for memorizing, will fill many needs. 

Marion E. Potter. 
West Philadelphia High School, Philadelphia, Pa. 

Crandall, Ernest L. Das deutsche Heft. New York, American 
Book Co., 1016. 87 pp. 35 cents. 

When a new book is put into our hands, we generally ask ourselves two 
questions: Is this sort of a book worth while? and Has the author been 
successful in making it usable in the classroom? Das deutsche Heft, an exercise 
book prepared by the German faculty of the Washington Irving High School 
in New York City, is very much worth while and can be used very successfully, 
as trial in our classes has shown. The exercises in the book are, 1 excellent 
reviews of the classification of nouns into groups which appeal to the child 
and lead him to do the grouping without the aid of the teacher or text-book; 
2, a drill in the uses of the adjective; 3, examples illustrating the common 
forms of strong and weak verbs, which the pupil follows by writing pages of 
original sentences. There is in the back of the book a helpful list of about 70 
nouns, 40 verbs and 30 adverbs and adjectives. The pupil has here on one 
page a splendid vocabulary that can be used to form all sorts of sentences. 
A class never loses interest in working out the exercises. 

It is a pity that, in a splendid book of this kind, we find on the third page 
under Grammatische Ausdrucke errors in the use of the articles (e.g., das 
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Singular, das Plural). Then, on p. 10, in the classification of mixed nouns, 
a misstatement under Sachliche. In a book arranged as this is, such errors 
seem almost inexcusable. Why the nouns should be called Onkel-Worter, 
Vater-Worter, Knabe-Worter and so on, when the characteristics of each group 
are definitely printed at the head of each column, is not quite clear. But the 
book has many good points. Especially are the exercises under adjectives 
excellent. It may be recommended for the second year in the Junior High 
School. Not many teachers of Senior High School classes will be likely to find 
time for it as regular work, although it might well be used as a home study 
project to supplement other assignments. 

Prances K. Burr. 
Wisconsin High School, University of Wisconsin. 



